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SUBJECT: NUCLEAR ISSUES: PM'S PRESS CONFERENCE 

REF: NEW DELHI 0685 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF PRIME MINISTER 
DESAI'S COMMENTS ON NUCLEAR QUESTIONS AT HIS JANUARY 12 PRESS 
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CONFERENCE: 

QUOTE 

QUESTION: SIR, REGARDING OUR NUCLEAR POLICY, IT HAS BEEN 
REPORTED THAT YOU HAVE SAID SOMETHING TO THE 
AMERICAN PRESIDENT AND SOMETHING ELSE TO THE 
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BRITISH PRIME MINISTER. COULD YOU TELL US AS 
TO WHAT EXACTLY IS THE POSITION? WHAT SORT OF 
SAFEGUARDS YOU WILL ACCEPT AND WHAT THE CONDITIONS 
ARE FOR SIGNING THE NPT? 

PRIME MINISTER: YOU SEEM TO BE SEEING DIFFERENCE WHERE 
THERE IS NONE. PERHAPS THAT IS A SPECIAL 
QUALITY. BUT I DO NOT SEE HOW I HAVE STATED 
DIFFERENTLY TO THE TWO DIFFERENT LEADERS. I 
HAVE SAID THE SAME THING TO BOTH OF THEM. 

I DO NOT SEE WHERE THE DIFFERENCE LIES. IF 
YOU POINT OUT TO ME THE DIFFERENCE, THEN I 
CAN TELL YOU. 

QUESTION: THE BRITISH PAPERS ARE CARRYING THIS REPORT 

THAT MR. CALLAGHAN HAS BEEN ABLE TO PERSUADE 

YOU TO ACCEPT RELAXATION WITH REGARD TO SAFEGUARDS, 

BUT YOU MAY NOT SIGN THE TREATY. THERE 

IS ONE CONDITION: IF THE USSR, THE UK AND 

THE USA SIGN A COMPREHENSIVE TREATY, YOU WILL 

ACCEPT FULL-SCALE SAFEGUARDS. THIS IS THE 

IMPRESSION WHICH HAS BEEN CONVEYED BY THE 

BRITISH PRESS, MORE OR LESS SUGGESTING THAT 

MR. CALLAGHAN HAS GAINED WHERE MR. CARTER HAS 

FAILED. THIS IS HOW THEY HAVE PROJECTED THE 

VISIT OF MR. CALLAGHAN. 
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PRIME MINISTER: WHY SHOULD WE GET MR. CARTER INTO THIS 
RIVALRY? I SAID THE SAME THING TO MR. CALLAGHAN, 

THE SAME THING THAT I HAD SAID TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER. I HAVE MADE NO DIFFERENCE. 

QUESTION: WHAT HAVE YOU TOLD HIM? 

PRIME MINISTER: WHAT HAS BEEN PUBLISHED. 

QUESTION: IN THE BRITISH PRESS OR THE AMERICAN PRESS? 

PRIME MINISTER: BOTH PUBLISHED THE SAME THING. BUT YOU 
READ IT DIFFERENTLY. THAT IS ALL. BUT, IF YOU 
WANT IT TO BE STATED NOW, I CAN TELL YOU AND WE 
NEED NOT BEAT ABOUT THE BUSH AND THERE IS NOTHING 
IN IT. 

QUESTION: IT WILL BE MUCH BETTER IF WE RESTATE OUR POSITION. 

PRIME MINISTER: YES. BUT I DO NOT THINK THAT EVEN THAT 
WILL LAY IT TO REST. YOU WILL ALWAYS FIND 
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SOMETHING ELSE IN THIS JUST AS THE PHOTOGRAHERS FIND SOMETHING 
NEW ON MY FACE EVERY DAY. YOU WILL ALSO 
FIND SOMETHING NEW IN EVERY QUESTION. 

MOA 

QUESTION: YOU CAN RESTATE THE POSITION. 

PRIME MINISTER: IF YOU ALLOW ME TO DO IT, I WILL DO IT 
THEN. YOU SEE, WHAT I SAID WAS THAT SINCE THERE 
ARE NATIONS WHO WANT US TO SIGN THIS, AS LONG 
AS THEY HAVE ARSENALS OF ATOMIC WEAPONS AND 
THEY GO ON MAKING EXPLOSIONS AND FORGING NEW 
WEAPONS AND ARE ADDING TO THEM, HOW THEY CAN 
ASK US, WHO DO NOT WANT TO HAVE ANY ATOMIC 
WEAPONS UNDER ANY CONDITIONS, AND DO NOT WANT 
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EVEN TO HAVE EXPLOSIONS OF ANY KIND, NOT EVEN 
PEACEFUL, HOW THEY CAN ASK US TO DO THIS SAYING 
THAT WE SHOULD SIGN SOMETHING. UNLESS 
THEY DO IT, HOW IS IT JUSTIFIED? IT IS DIS 
CRIMINATION. THEREFORE, IF THEY DECIDE AND 
THEY MEANS-NOT ALL OF THEM CAN DO IT AT ONCE 
-AS I SAID, THE USA AND THE USSR AND ENGLAND, 

BECAUSE THESE THREE ARE CONSIDERING AND DISCUSSING 
THESE MATTERS AT PRESENT, AS I UNDERSTAND, 

BUT PARTICULARLY THE USA AND THE USSR 
HAVE BEEN THE FIRST IN THE FIELD AND THEY HAVE 
THE LARGEST ARSENALS OF ATOMIC WEAPONS AND THEY 
ARE MORE FREQUENTLY MAKING THE EXPLOSIONS. IF 
THEY DECIDE NOT TO HAVE EXPLOSIONS OF ANY KIND 
-THEY SAID THAT THEY WERE NEGOTIATING ABOUT IT 
AND THEY MIGHT SUCCEED SOON-IF THEY DECIDE NOT 
TO HAVE ANY FURTHER TESTS OF ANY KIND, PEACEFUL 
OR OTHERWISE, AND IF THEY DO NOT ADD TO THEIR 
ARSENAL, AND ALSO COME TO AN AGREEMENT TO HAVE 
A GRADUAL REDUCTION WITH A VIEW TO COMPLETE 
DESTRUCTION OF ATOMIC WEAPONS, THEN 
THERE IS NO DIFFICULTY IN MY ACCEPTING THE 
SAFEGUARDS. THAT IS WHAT I HAVE SAID. 
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QUESTION: MR. PRIME MINISTER, THERE ARE TWO THINGS LEFT 
OUT OF THIS. 

PRIME MINISTER: WHAT IS LEFT OUT? 

QUESTION: ONE IS THAT IN THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR A COMPLETE 
BAN, CHINA AND FRANCE HAVE BEEN LEFT OUT. 
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PRIME MINISTER: NO, NO. THEY ARE NOT LEFT OUT. IT IS 
NOT A QUESTION OF LEAVING ANYBODY OUT. BUT 
ONE HAS TO BE PRACTICAL TO DO IT, AND 
THEREFORE IF THESE THREE RESOLVE TO DO IT, 

OTHERS WILL ALSO COME IN. I HAVE NO DOUBT 
ABOUT IT. 

QUESTION: YOU HAVE SAID THAT THERE WILL BE NO OBJECTION 
TO SIGNING THE NPT. 
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PRIME MINISTER: THAT WILL BE. MR. CARTER TOLD ME THAT 
IT WAS NOT NECESSARY TO SIGN THAT. ONCE THE 
SAFEGUARDS ARE THERE, THEN IT IS NOT NECESSARY. 

QUESTION: IT IS A QUESTION OF GRADUAL REDUCTION OF 
ARSENAL THAT THEY ALREADY HAVE AND EVENTUAL 
ELIMINATION. IS IT ONE OF THE CONDITIONS 
WHICH WE INSIST UPON? 

PRIME MINISTER: BEG YOUR PARDON. I DO NOT QUITE 
FOLLOW. IF YOU CAN ASK ME QUIETLY, I CAN 
UNDERSTAND BETTER. WHY ARE YOU EXCITED ABOUT 
IT? 

QUESTION: I WAS ASKING THE QUESTION ABOUT REDUCTION OF 
ARSENAL THAT THEY HAVE COMING TO EVENTUAL ELIMINATION 
- ONE OF THE BASIC POSITIONS THAT WE ARE TAKING IN REGARD TO 
ACCEPTING THE SAFEGUARDS. 

PRIME MINISTER: WELL, IT IS NECESSARY. WE ARE KEEN THAT 
THERE SHOULD BE DISARMAMENT. BUT DISARMAMENT 
OF OTHER WEAPONS CANNOT COME IN UNTIL ATOMIC 
WEAPONS GO, AND IF ATOMIC WEAPONS GO THEN DISARMAMENT 
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WILL BECOME EASIER. I AM MORE INTERESTED IN SEEING THAT. 

QUESTION: THE IMPRESSION BEING GIVEN IN THE WESTERN MEDIA 
IS THAT YOU HAVE AGREED TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
INSPECTION OF OUR NUCLEAR PLANTS. HOW FAR IS 
THIS TRUE? 

PRIME MINISTER: THAT COMES IN WHEN THE CONDITIONS ARE 
ACCEPTED. THEN ALL WILL BE OPEN TO INSPECTIONS 
EVERYWHERE. 

QUESTION: IN REGARD TO THE SUPPLY OF HEAVY WATER, YOU 
HAVE ACCEPTED CERTAIN SAFEGUARDS WHICH ARE 
NEARER TO.... 

PRIME MINISTER: NO, NO. THAT IS QUITE DIFFERENT. 

QUESTION: WHY ARE NOT THE TERMS MADE PUBLIC IN THIS 
MATER? 

PRIME MINISTER: YOUR UNDERSTANDING IS DEFICIENT IN 
THIS MATTER. WHY SHOULD THEY BE? WHAT 
HAVE YOU TO DO WITH THAT? DO YOU THINK WE 
CAN CARRY ON GOVERNMENT IN THE OPEN EVERY DAY? 
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IT IS NOT POSSIBLE. FOR JOURNALISM EVERYTHING 
IS OPEN, BUT NOT FOR ME. 

QUESTION: MR. PRIME MINISTER, BOTH THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE PRIME MINISTER OF ENGLAND 
WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THEY ARE 
VERY SERIOUS IN COMING TO SOME NEGOTIATIONS, 

BOTH ON THE BANNING OF NUCLEAR TESTS AND 
FURTHER STEPS TOWARDS DISARMAMENT. AS YOU MIGHT 
BE AWARE THAT SINCE 1963 WHEN THEY SIGNED 
THE MOSCOW TEST BAN TREATY, THEY PILED UP 
THREE TIMES MORE. IS THERE ANY REASON THAT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THEY ARE NOW VERY SERIOUS? 

PRIME MINISTER: ARE YOU SERIOUS OR NOT? 

QUESTION: I AM VERY SERIOUS, BUT I DOUBT WHETHER THEY 
ARE SERIOUS. 

PRIME MINISTER: YOU ARE ALSO NOT ALWAYS SERIOUS. YOU 

SEE, NOBODY CAN CLAIM THAT HE IS SERIOUS FOR 

ALL TIME. BUT THAT DOES NOT MEAN THAT NOBODY 

IS SERIOUS AT ALL AT ANY TIME. IN THIS 

PARTICULAR MATTER IF THEY AGREE AND MAKE 

THE AGREEMENT AND DECLARE IT, THEN WHY SHOULD 

IT NOT BE BELIEVED? IF THEY UNDERTAKE TO DO 

THAT, THEN THEY CANNOT GO BACK ON IT. IF 

THEY GO BACK, EVERYBODY CAN GO BACK ON IT. 

QUESTION: ONE IS THEIR WILLINGNESS TO UNDERGO FULL-SCALE 
INSPECTION. THEY ARE COMING WITH THEIR 
WAR-LIKE INSTALLATIONS, AND... 

PRIME MINISTER: NO. BUT THEY DO NOT ADD TO THEM. 
QUESTION: HOW DO WE KNOW? 

PRIME MINISTER: I WILL HAVE THE WAY TO FIND THAT OUT. 

YOU NEED NOT BOTHER ABOUT IT. 

QUESTION: SIR, FIVE US SENATORS MET YOU. THEY SEEMED 
TO POINT OUT THAT THEY WERE NOT CONVINCED BY 
YOUR ARGUMENT BECAUSETHEY MADE A SPECIFIC 
MENTION THAT YOUR PRIME MINISTER MAY GIVE THESE 
ASSURANCES THAT WE WILL NOT HAVE THE EXPLOSION, 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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BUT HE IS A MORTAL, AND WHAT IS THERE TO COMMIT 
YOUR GOVERNMENT TO IT? 

PRIME MINISTER: I AM MORTAL. IF I AM GONE AND IF ANOTHER 
MAN DOES NOT DO, THEY CAN REVERT TO IT. THERE 
IS NO OTHER REPLY NECESSARY FOR IT. THAT IS 
WHAT I HAVE TOLD THEM ALSO. YOU CAN MAKE ANY 
ARGUMENTS FOR THE SAKE OF ARGUMENT BUT THIS IS 
NO ARGUMENT. 

QUESTION: IF YOU ARE PREPARED TO ACCEPT SAFEGUARDS, WHAT 
PREVENTS YOU FROM SIGNING THE NPT? 

PRIME MINISTER: IT IS NOT NECESSARY AT ALL. THERE IS 
NO NPT REMAINING THEN. 

QUESTION: SIR, THERE IS AN ALLIED QUESTION. IN REGARD 
TO ENRICHED URANIUM, THIS SUPPLY OF US 
ENRICHED URANIUM AT TARAPORE IS GOING BY 
CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATION LASTING OVER 30 YEARS. 

DURING THE DISCUSSIONS WITH PRESIDENT CARTER 
DID YOU HAVE AN OCCASION TO POINT OUT... 
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PRIME MINISTER: JUST I DID IT. BEFORE YOU COULD SUGGEST 
IT, I HAD DONE IT. 

QUESTION: THEN THE NEW LEGISLATION WILL OVER-RIDE THE 
CONTRACT. 

PRIME MINISTER: WELL, IN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS, WHEN 
SOME PEOPLE DISOWN THEIR OWN OBLIGATIONS, 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 00701 03 OF 03 131055Z 

THERE IS NO PROVISION IN A COURT OF LAW. 

QUESTION: MR. PRIME MINISTER, HAS PRESIDENT CARTER SENT 
YOU A COLD AND BLUNT' LETTER? 

PRIME MINISTER: WELL, HE HAS CHANGED IT NOW. 

QUESTION: WHAT HAS HE SAID? 

PRIME MINISTER: WHY DO YOU WANT TO PERSIST IN THIS 
QUESTION? I DO NOT KNOW. 

QUESTION: I AM NOT PERSISTING. 

PRIME MINISTER: I HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO GRIEVANCE ABOUT IT. 

QUESTION: ANOTHER LETTER HAS COME. WHAT HAS HE... 

PRIME MINISTER: I HAVE RECEIVED NO OTHER LETTER. I 
HAVE RECEIVED A VERY WARM LETTER OF THANKS. 

THAT LETTER WAS MEANT PROBABLY FOR YOUR 
CONSUMPTION; THE OTHER THING IS FOR ME. 

QUESTION: THERE WAS A STATEMENT REPORTED IN THE PAPERS 
THAT IN CASE THE AMERICAN SUPPLIES OF URANIUM 
TO TARAPORE ARE STOPPED, YOU MAY TAKE TO 
'SATYAGRAHA'. 
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PRIME MINISTER: 'SATYAGRAHA’ MEANS THAT YOU WILL DO 
WITHOUT IT. THAT IS THE MEANING OF SATYAGRAHA. 

AND I AM NOT GOING TO DO 'SATYAGRAHA' WITH THE 
UNITED STATES. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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QUESTION: I WILL JUST EXPLAIN. WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE 
STEPS? 

PRIME MINISTER: I DO NOT QUITE UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU WANT 

TO ASK. WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY THE STEPS THAT 

WE ARE GOING TO UNDERTAKE? WHY DO YOU WANT ME 

TO DESCRIBE THEM? WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH 

THAT? WHY HAVE I TO MAKE THESE THINGS KNOWN 

TO EVERYBODY? WE HAVE ONLY TO WORK ON IT? 

THEY ARE NOT READY. IF THEY ARE READY, I WOULD 
DO IT. WE HAVE GO TO FIND IT OUT. 

QUESTION: MY SECOND QUESTION IS ABOUT THE PILING UP OF 
AMERICAN SUPPLIES AT TARAPORE. WHAT EXACTLY 
ARE YOU GOING TO DO? 

PRIME MINISTER: I HAVE DRAWN THEIR ATTENTION TO IT. 

QUESTION: DID PRESIDENT CARTER TELL YOU HOW LONG THE 
AMERICAN URANIUM WAS GOING TO COME TO INDIA. 

IN REPLY TO AN EARLIER QUESTION YOU SAID 
THAT IT WILL KEEP ON COMING. IS THERE ANY 
TIME LIMIT? 

PRIME MINISTER: IT WILL KEEP ON COMING AS LONG AS THEY 
SEND IT. 

QUESTION: HAVE YOU EXPRESSED SOME CONCERN ABOUT IT? 

PRIME MINISTER: I HAVE NOT ASKED ABOUT IT. I CONSIDER 
THE AGREEMENT AS VALID. 

QUESTION: DID PRESIDENT CARTER EXPRESS ANY DIFFICULTIES? 

PRIME MINISTER: NO. BUT THERE IS SOME DIFFICULTY IN THE 
CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION, 18 MONTHS HENCE, THAT 
MIGHT ARISE. THAT IS WHAT HE SAID. 
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QUESTION: MR. PRIME MINISTER, YOU ARE REPORTED TO HAVE 
TOLD THE BRITISH CORRESPONDENTS THAT THERE IS 
A GREAT CHANCE THAT ALL THE FIVE NUCLEAR 
WEAPON POWERS WILL EVENTUALLY SIGN A COMPRE- 
HENSIVE TREATY AGAINST NUCLEAR TEST EXPLOSIONS. 
COULD YOU TELL US ON WHICH YOU BASE THIS 
PREDICTION, ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO CHINA 
AND FRANCE? 

PRIME MINISTER: MY COMMONSENSE. 

GOHEF.N 
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